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Session 1: PALM Partnership - “Striding Forward Together towards 2050”
Intervention (1 min.)

The Honorable Mark Brown, Prime Minister of Cook Islands and Chair of the Pacific
Islands Forum,

The Honorable Fumio Kishida, Prime Minister of Japan, Excellencies and head of
delegations, and

Honorable Baron Waqa, Secretary General of the Pacific Islands Forum.

1. I bring you warm greetings of Iokwe from the people and the Government of the
Republic of the Marshall Islands. It is an honor to be here with you in Tokyo for
the 10th Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting. I would like to thank the Government
and people of Japan for their warm hospitality.

2. We thank God for the longstanding and robust friendships and collaboration of our
respective nations under the PALM - friendship and collaboration deeply rooted in
our shared values, cultures and vision for a region of peace, harmony, security,
social inclusion and prosperity.

3. The Marshall Islands not only welcomes but also reaffirms its commitment to the
PALMs Lasting Initiative for Nurturing Kizuna for 2050, underpinned by the 2050
Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent and its Implementation Plan. We also
welcome the recognition of Smaller Island States within the PIF and the
commitment to supporting our unique vulnerabilities.

4. Excellencies, it is with deep concern towards our shared health, environment and
marine resources that the Marshall Islands reaffirms its position in support of our
52nd PIF Leaders Communique for the inclusion of the following political
commitments from our meeting today:

e To keep the ALPs wastewater issue as a standing agenda item of the PALM
agenda.
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® The reassurances from the Government of Japan to take appropriate
measures to be transparent,

® To never approve the discharge in a manner that endangers the well-being
and livelihoods of the peoples of the Pacific or adversely affect human
health and the marine environment as promised by Japan,

e Provide support to build regional scientific capacity and monitoring
capabilities through international and Pacific regional organizations

5. Another concern is the radioactively contaminated wastewater stored in the water
tanks. I welcome Japan to share their plans in regards to safety and security of
untreated water that are stored in the water tanks in case of any further natural
disasters and human errors.

6. The Marshall Islands and many of our Pacific neighbors, unfortunately, have the
unique burden of radioactive contamination remaining from the nuclear testing era
- an event that we did not cause. Those half-lives will persist for generations to
come. Let us be reminded that monitoring does not prevent problems, it identifies
when they occur. Once radionuclides are detected in our marine life, it will be too
late to act.

7. The ocean is a truly common resource, connecting the Pacific Islands ecologically,
culturally, and economically. It is therefore imperative that we remain vigilant
when it comes to ocean governance for our Blue Pacific, and ensure that the ALPS
wastewater issue is under our control. To remind ourselves why, in the Marshall
Islands we need only look in our backyard. At stake is our lifeline, our food security,
our identity and some of the richest biodiversity in the world. Continued ocean
dumping of unwanted wastes is not sustainable and will cost us and future
generations.

8. My concern is and has always been with the completeness of information on the
issues and what might happen if the damage is far worse than what we know. The
Marshall Islands experience on radiating in the environment is an important one.

9. Keeping these political promises at the heart of our deliberations today is crucial if
we are to realize our genuine partnership and commitment to striding forward in
the next three years and beyond.

10. Kommol tata and I thank you, Co- Chair.

Session 2: “Climate Change and Disasters”and “Ocean and Environment”
Statement (5 min.)

The Honorable Mark Brown, Prime Minister of Cook Islands and Chair of the Pacific
Islands Forum,

The Honorable Fumio Kishida, Prime Minister of Japan, Excellencies and head of
delegations, and
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Honorable Baron Waqa, Secretary General of the Pacific Islands Forum.

I1. It is my distinct honor and privilege to convey a statement on behalf of my
government, the Republic of the Marshall Islands on this topic of “Climate Change
and Disasters” and "Ocean and Environment.”

12.In 2020 at the 9th PALM, our Leaders “expressed their commitment to
strengthening their leadership role in climate change discussions in the international
arena to achieve the goals of the Paris Agreement,” noting that the initial Nationally
Determined Contribution Synthesis Report by the UNFCCC established that
current levels of climate ambition at the time would not achieve the goals of
reaching net zero by 2050. Things have improved little since. But we have a chance
within the next round of NDCs to put the world on track to limiting warming to 1.5
degrees based on the recent IPCC report and the science behind it. We look forward
to all members of the PALM submitting 1.5 aligned NDCs by February next year.

13. The PALM is a critical opportunity for us to address climate change as the greatest
threat to our region - particularly as the world continues to barrel towards the red
line of the 1.5C temperature limit. Already, those of us on the margins are being
pushed towards devastation. In just this year alone, our government spent [1.8
million USD,] a significant hit to our small economy, to help our people facing
severe drought and inundation. These are a direct result of the climate crisis. We in
turn, have been left with less resources for health, education, or development.

14. Our ambition as a PALM family should mirror our lived realities - not only for our
collective future but our present. The critical nature of the climate crisis must be
matched by our efforts to phase out fossil fuels - which are at the heart of the
planetary crisis we are facing today — and to adapt to the impacts of the crisis
mankind has already caused. The Marshall Islands is proud to have convened the
High Ambition Coalition, which has, since 2015, fought for the highest possible
climate ambition. Recently, we have also joined the ranks of 13 countries
supporting the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty initiative. We call on all major
fossil fuel emitters, countries and members of the PALM to seek out a just,
equitable and people centered approach to phase out fossil fuels and scale up
renewable energy.

15.1t’s clear that climate finance is a dire need. The Marshall Islands wishes to
acknowledge Japan’s announcement to contribute $10 million to the
operationalization of the Loss and Damage Fund as well as its technical expertise
as a member of the L&D Fund Board. We also acknowledge the commitments
made by the Forum and Japan to establish and fund a Pacific Resilience Facility
(PRF) which will address major challenges for climate financing in our region. But
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16.

17.

the scale of contribution must be far greater if we are to deliver the change required.
There is a need to increase climate financing and ensure that it is accessible,
responsive community driven, and reaches frontline communities. Thus, we
amplify and extend the invitation for financial contributions from other partners to
expand on this initiative.

The PALM is also a vital opportunity to work together to address the security and
safety of our oceans and environment. 2022 was the warmest year on record for the
Northeast Pacific resulting in major ramifications to both land and marine
resources. Our national and subsistence economies largely depend on our fisheries
sectors which currently hang in the balance as warming temperatures caused by
climate change threaten our stock. The Marshall Islands, therefore, calls on Japan
to enhance cooperation to develop monitoring schemes to understand and better
forecast the impacts of climate change on migratory tuna stocks, for the sustainable
management and security of our shared marine resources, and to phase out the fossil
fuels that are at the heart of this change.

Kommol tata and I thank you, Co-Chairs.

Session 3: “People Centered Development,” “Resource and Economic Development”
and “Technology and Connectivity”
Intervention (1 min.)

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Thank you, Co-chairs.

As Forum Leaders we have renewed and reinvigorated our unwavering
commitment to gender equality and social inclusion through a revitalized Pacific
Leaders Gender Equality Declaration.

Excellency, I wish to reiterate that the Marshall Islands is committed to addressing
the national health system. We are dedicated to supporting the healthcare system to
advance Universal Health Coverage, combat non-Communicable Diseases and
uplift our people’s mental health. Our mission is clear. No one will be left behind
in accessing essential health services that ensure the well-being of our communities.

Our vision for health is holistic, recognizing the profound influence of social
determinants such as housing, education, and economic stability. True health equity
cannot be achieved without addressing these foundational pillars.

Further, we will be hosting the regional gender meetings in Majuro next week,
namely the Triennial Conference of Pacific Women, Pacific Ministers for Women
Meeting, and the Pacific Islands Forum Women Leaders Meeting. These meetings
are crucial for our respective nations, where we will discuss the health of women
and girls, prevention of gender-based violence, and gender responsive climate
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Justice, among other topics. It is anticipated that the outcome of the meeting will
be integrated into our national development plan and the Implementation Plan for
the 2050 Pacific Strategy moving forward.

23. Development challenges in our region are exacerbated by the impacts of climate
change. Our National Adaptation Plan sets out the links between climate impacts,
and sets out how we will address these challenges in parallel — we know that we
can’t afford to only focus on the hard infrastructure needed to adapt, but also to
strengthen our health and education systems, our economy, and protect our cultural
heritage, to build our resilience. Women and children are particularly hard-hit by
the impacts reaching our shores, and we will invest in them to build a safer future.

24. We, therefore, urge our partner, the Government of Japan, to dedicate recurrent and
new sources and commit to working collaboratively for greater coherence. This is
crucial to provide support to our health system and to address gender-based
violence, gender equality, participation of women and girls, in all their delivery at
all levels of leadership and decision making, and social inclusion in the Blue Pacific
Continent in line with the revitalized Pacific Leaders Gender Equality Declaration.

25. Kommol tata and I thank you, Chair.
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