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Assessment and Distribution Mission Report
Arno
Inundation January 20-21, 2024
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Event: Inundation in Bikaree and Rearlaplap - Arno Atoll
Operational period: January 22, 2024 to February 1, 2024
Prepared by: Toube Aberaam, Disaster Program Officer
Authorized by: Director NDMO

Situation:

e Strong waves hit Bikareej, Eneaidrik, and
all of Rearlaplap, Arno around 8 pm
Saturday, January 20" and noon on
Sunday, January 21% causing inundation in
settlements, damaging homes, seawalls,
and vegetation.

e According to the report received from these
affected communities, the second wave that
came on Sunday noon was the larger of the
two impacts.

e The National Weather Services Office
(NWSO) started issuing Daily Forecast and
High Surf advisories for Majuro from
January 19" to 21%,

e High Surf Warning was disseminated on
January 19" via NDMO Facebook, V7AB,
and NTA Mass Text. "
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e The NWSO and NDMO advised the public Picture 1: NDMO Relief Team in Longar for

to refrain from ocean activities for the
duration of the warning.

humanitarian relief supplies distribution.
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Response:
NDMO in coordination with the Marshall Islands Red Cross (MIRC), Ministry of Public Works,
Infrastructure & Utilities (MoPWIU), and NWSO, deployed its Assessment Team on Monday,
January 22", Unfortunately, the team was unable to reach Arno due to bad sea conditions. On
Tuesday, January 23", the NDMO redeployed the team that was able to make it enabling the
execution of the Initial Damage Assessment (IDA) for Bikareej, Malel, Tinak, Kilange, Ulien.
and Longar. Assessment Team returned to Majuro at 6 pm Wednesday, January 24"
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Provisions and supplies for the initial relief were
procured between Thursday, January 25" and Friday,
January 26", Logistics and deployment plans were
being arranged on Saturday 27", It was agreed by the
response team that goods would be deployed in two
phases, the first phase would go to Bikarej and the
second to Rearlaplap. The first phase was deployed
on Monday, January 29" tasked with delivering
initial humanitarian supplies. The second phase was
deployed on Wednesday, January 31%. The whole
response team completed the delivery of initial relief
goods to all affected areas and returned to Majuro at
3 pm Thursday, February 1%

Assessment findings:

e Bikarej = . d
o 11 houses damaged Picture 2: Photo of a damaged house in
o 15 units of infrastructure flooded with Bikareej.
no repair needed, only minor clean-up Photo/NDMO/January 2024
required

o 21 adults and 18 children affected

e Eneaidrik/Ulien
o Flooding occurred but no damages to infrastructure, only minor clean-up was

required
e« Malel
o Flooding occurred but no damages to infrastructure only minor clean-up was
required
o Road is inaccessible due to debris and needs heavy equipment for clearance
« Kilange

o 5 houses damaged

o 17 adults and 15 children affected

o Road inaccessible due to debris, which needs heavy equipment for clearance
e Tinak

o 2 houses and 1 private seawall damaged

o 17 adults and 17 children affected
e Longar

o 1 house damaged

o Gravesite damaged

o 20 houses were inundated, no damage, minor clean-up is needed

Many residents who were living on the coast have moved inland and are staying with relatives or
churches. As mentioned above, the road between Malel and Kilange is inaccessible as it's
blocked with rocks and debris. Immediate needs were water (including water containers), food,
temporary shelter kits, and sanitation (toilets and hygiene parcels).



Relief Goods Delivered

1.
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Rice — 65 bags 10. Broom — 6 each

Ramen — 65 cases 11. Dish soap — 24 each

Canned Tuna — 48 cans 12. PineSol — 24 bottles

Shelter tool kit — 48 each 13. Toilet paper — 24 cases

Kitchen set kits — 14 each 14. Buckets 5 gal — 240 each

Bath soap bar — 600 each 15. Portable water containers 5 gal — 240
Tarpaulin — 15 each each

Blankets — 50 each
Jerrycans 3.5 gals — 240 each

All initial humanitarian goods were provided and distributed by the Marshall Islands Red Cross.

e

Communications & Transportation

e NTA Cell phone towers were not
damaged. Cell phones are the most
convenient form of communication on the
island.

e Sea transportation is the only form of
transportation in Rearlaplap.

Responders:

1. Marshall Islands Red Cross -
execution of Humanitarian Needs
Assessment and humanitarian needs
supply; provided volunteers, team
provisions, stipends, and fuel

2. National Disaster Management Office
— Director coordinating; Disaster
Program Officer was a deployment
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Picture 3: Relief distribution in Longar at the team leader _
Elementary School area. 3. Ministry of Public Works,
Photo/NDMO/January 2024 Infrastructure, & Utilities — conducted
Infrastructure Damage Assessment
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Ministry of Health & Human Services — provided boat operators )
National Weather Services Office — provided weather forecast, update, and advice

RMI Environmental Protection Authority — conducted water testing of water wells and
other water storage

Arno Atoll Local Government: - Coordinate with the Mission Team to assess the affected
communities and on-site logistical arrangements for the Team including, accommodation,
land and sea transport, and informing traditional community leaders about the execution
tasks of the Mission Team.

Issues and Needs:

Currently, the affected Islands in Arno will expect outbreaks of waterborne diseases.



For water issues, there is an urgent need for safe and clean drinking water as more than
95 water catchments were badly affected both by the wave and limited rainfall.

The Elementary schools on these islands were still closed. In Kilange, 5 families still
living in the school facilities due to their damaged homes. Schools in the other affected
islands require minor cleaning up to the school area and inundated facilities.

The dispensary in Kilange needs minor maintenance works to its water catchments,
patient dressing room, toilets, and restocking of medical supplies.

Recommendations:
1. To assist the affected families to

quickly recover from the impact of
the flood and enable them to return
to their homes.

2. The need for deploying RO Units
to these gravely  affected
communities to provide drinkable
water while the wells are
contaminated, given the light
rainfall.

3. Hygiene practice awareness and
campaigns are also  highly
recommended.

Picture 5: Road between Malel and Kilange
blocked with rocks and debris.
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Actions taken:
1. Deployment of heavy equipment

underway. Equipment has been
loaded on Ribukmeto; the crew is resolving some technical issues with the boat. Once
issues are resolved, the boat will be deployed, ETD 2/3/24

The response team is processing procurement of the second batch of relief goods, mainly
food, water, and cleaning tools

The International Organization for Migration has agreed to provide 2 Reverse Osmosis
Units for Arno for temporary use. Units will be deployed along with action item #2.
Agriculture and Health staff to deploy for assessment of vegetation and health clinics.



