Resolution 59ND1

NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
47™ CONSTITUTIONAL REGULAR SESSION, 2026

Republic of the Marshall Islands
Jepilpilin Ke Ejukaan

RESOLUTION 59ND1

A RESOLUTION to expressing the profound sorrow and deepest sympathy of the
Nitijela and the People of the Marshall Islands on the passing of the Honorable
Lomes McKay, Former Senator, Minister, Educator, First Mayor of Maloelap Atoll,
and Delegate to the Constitutional Convention

WHEREAS, the Nitijela of the Republic of the Marshall Islands has learned with
profound sorrow of the passing of the Honorable Lomes McKay, who passed away
on January 1, 2026, in the State of Arkansas, United States of America, a
distinguished educator, public servant, statesman, and respected elder of the

Marshallese people; and

WHEREAS, the Honorable Lomes McKay pursued his early education in Majuro,
attending elementary, intermediate, and high school, and furthered his academic
preparation at the Community College of Micronesia (CCM) in Pohnpei from 1965
to 1968, laying the foundation for a lifelong career dedicated to education and public

service; and

WHEREAS, he began his professional career as a classroom teacher at Ebeye
Elementary School from 1969 to 1971, demonstrating a deep commitment to the

education and development of Marshallese youth; and

WHEREAS, in 1971, he returned to Maloelap Atoll, where he played a pioneering

role in establishing and developing the school system, serving as an educator from
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1971 to 1981 and shaping generations of students through leadership, discipline, and

community-centered learning; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of his leadership and service, the Honorable Lomes
McKay was elected as the first Mayor of the Maloelap Atoll Local Council, serving
from 1981 to 1987, during which time he drafted the Maloelap Atoll Local
Government Constitution, creating a formal framework for democratic local

governance rooted in Marshallese custom, law, and community values; and

WHEREAS, he later served as a Member of the Nitijela representing Maloelap Atoll,
contributing to the legislative development of the Republic, and subsequently
served as Minister of Justice from 1997 to 1998, during which he upheld the rule of

law and strengthened the nation’s justice system and legal institutions; and

WHEREAS, the Honorable Lomes McKay also served as a delegate to the First
Constitutional Convention (1977-1979), which established the foundational
Constitution of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, affirming the sovereignty and
self-determination of the Marshallese people, and later as a delegate to the Fourth
Constitutional Convention in 2017, contributing his experience, historical
knowledge, and wisdom to the continuing constitutional development of the nation;

and

WHEREAS, throughout his lifetime of service—as an educator, school founder, local
government leader, legislator, minister, constitutional delegate, and the President of
Kajjeone ---- the Honorable Lomes McKay was widely known for his humility,
integrity, dedication, and unwavering commitment to the people of the Republic of
the Marshall Islands; and

WHEREAS, he was a longtime and faithful member of the Board of Deacons of
Uliga Church (JRD), where he provided spiritual leadership and service, reflecting a

life grounded in faith and community responsibility; and

WHEREAS, beyond his public service, he was a devoted family man and patriarch,
survived by his wife Esther McKay and their thirteen (13) children—seven (7) sons
and six (6) daughters—forty-one (41) grandchildren, and thirty-four (34) great-

grandchildren, whose lives reflect his enduring values, leadership, and love; and
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WHEREAS, his passing is deeply mourned by his family, relatives, friends, the
people of Maloelap Atoll, former colleagues in the Nitijela and Government, and the
nation as a whole, which honors his legacy as a respected educator, statesman,

nation-builder, and servant of the Marshallese people;

WHEREAS, his passing is deeply mourned by his family, relatives, friends, the
people of Maloelap Atoll, former colleagues in the Nitijela and Government, and the
nation as a whole, which honors his legacy as a respected educator, statesman,

nation-builder, and servant of the Marshallese people;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT SOLVED by the Nitijela of the Republic of the Marshall
Islands at its 47% Constitutional Regular Session, 2026, the Nitijela and the People of
the Marshall Islands hereby express their profound sorrow and deepest sympathy
on the passing of the Honorable Lomes McKay, former Senator, Minister, Educator,

Mayor and Delegate to the First and Fourth Constitutional Conventions.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLEVED, that the Nitijela directs that a moment of silence be
observed in passing of the Honorable Lomes McKay, as a mark of respect for his life,

service, and enduring legacy; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a certified copy of this Resolution shall be
transmitted to the family of the Honorable Lomes McKay.
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CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify:

1. That Nitijela Resolution No: 59ND1 was passed by the Nitijela of the
Republic of the Marshall Islands on the 12t day of January 2026; and

2. That I am satisfied that Nitijela Resolution No: 59ND1 was passed in
accordance with the relevant provisions of the Constitution of the Republic of the
Marshall Islands and the Rules of Procedures of the Nitijela.

I hereby place my signature before the Clerk this 12*" day of January 2026.

- ~ Attest:
Brenson S. Wase Morea.r}/ S. Watak
Speaker Clerk
Nitijela of the Marshall Islands Nitijela of the Marshall Islands
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