Jepilpilin Ke Ejukaan

RESOLUTION NO.:_I#

Introduced by:

SENATOR BRUCE BILIMON

Received by:

SPEAKER BRENSON S. WASE SIGNATURE






oo o~ @ n

Resolution No.:E/

NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
45TH CONSTITUTION REGULAR SESSION, 2024

Republic of the Marshall Islands
Jepilpilin Ke Ejukaan

RESOLUTION NO.: | ¥

A RESOLUTION requesting Cabinet to earmark Twenty Three Million Dollars
($23,131,552) from the Repurpose Fund in order to pay for the outstanding Nuclear
Claims Tribunal awards relating to personal injury claims as part of the

extraordinary needs.

WHEREAS, under Section 177 of the Compact of the Free Association Agreement
(“Compact Agreement”) with the United States of America (“U.S.”), the US agreed
to compensate the Marshallese for the damages they have suffered because of the
U.S. nuclear testing program in the Marshall Islands from 1946 to 1958; and

WHEREAS, the agreement implementing Section 177 of the Compact (the “Section
177 Agreement”) required the U.S. to pay One Hundred Fifty Million US Dollars
($150,000,000) into a fund, the earnings and principal of which would be used for
nuclear claims and related purposes; and

WHEREAS, the Section 177 Agreement established the Nuclear Claims Tribunal to
arbitrate compensation claims and characterized this payments as the full settlement
of all Marshallese claims, past, present, and future, relating to the nuclear testing

program; and

WHEREAS, the fund was insufficient as the calculation was not based upon any
evidence of the value of the claims; it was an arbitrary sum with no basis in an

estimation of actual damages; and
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WHEREAS, due to inadequacy of the 177 Agreement funding, the Nuclear Claims
Tribunal was defunct, resulted in non-payment of personal injuries and loss of

property claims; and

WHEREAS, the amount of unpaid personal injury awards with the Tribunal is
$23,131,552; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that a Twenty Three Million US Dollars ($23,131,552) from
the Repurpose Fund in the amount of Seven Hundred Million ($700,000,000) that
United States agreed to be provided to the Marshall Islands as extraordinary needs
be allocated to pay for unpaid personal injury claims with the Nuclear Claims

Tribunal; now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the People of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, through
their Nitijela in its 45TH Constitution Regular Session, 2024 that the Nitijela, hereby
approves the request to Cabinet to allocate Twenty Three Million US Dollars
($23,131,552) from the Repurpose Fund in order to pay for the outstanding personal
injury claims with the Nuclear Claims Tribunal as part of the extraordinary needs;

and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Cabinet put priority consideration on this
allocation as urgent and extra ordinary need of the people pursuant to
Government’s annual appropriations.
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