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NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
44TH CONSTITUTIONAL REGULAR SESSION, 2023

Marshall Islands
Jepilpilin Ke Ejukaan

RESOLUTION NO.: 96

A RESOLUTION to acknowledge the Oregon State Legislature for their endurance
in providing equitable services and programs recognizing the entirety of the unique
treaty in the Compact of Free Association (COFA) between the United States of
America and the Republic of the Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia,
and Republic of Palau; for communities residing in the State of Oregon from the
Freely Associated States, including the people of the Republic of the Marshall
Islands; and expressing gratitude and warmest welcome to Senator William “Bill”
Hansell, and Mrs. Margaret Hansell, on their visit to one of the 3 COFA countries,
the Republic of the Marshall Islands.

WHEREAS, the Oregon State Legislature has been positively supporting, and
providing equitable services and programs recognizing the entirety of the unique
treaty in the Compact of Free Association (COFA) between the United States of
America and the Republic of the Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia,
and Republic of Palau over the last decade; and

WHEREAS, in 2013, the Oregon State Legislature unanimously enacted the first
legislation to honor the uniqueness of the COFA treaty to allow 8 years driver
license to COFA residents in Oregon after the enactment of the REAL ID ACT of
2006- limiting COFA residents license and identification cards to only one year;
making it easier to apply for regular full-time jobs, obtained personal and
commercial bank accounts, apply for apartments and housing; and

WHEREAS, in 2015, the Oregon State Legislature unanimously passed House
Concurrent Resolution 21; a resolution expressing strong support of the US with the
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COFA. The resolution detailed the importance of the historical ties and the
significance of the Compact of Association agreement which spelled out the mutual
benefits for each of the parties. The resolution highlighted the desecration created by
the US bomb testing in the Marshall Islands and that the people join our military
and relinquish their islands for US military/purposes. The resolution in effect
provides and important education piece for Oregon legislators providing
background for future equity legislation; and

WHEREAS, in 2016, the Oregon State Legislature passed HB 2522-COFA Premium
Assistance medical Study Bill directed the Department of Consumer and Business
Services (DCBS) to conduct a study that looked at how a Medicaid-like program for
low income COFA residents could be structured and administered and at what cost.
The study showed that the state could fund the out-of-pocked and premium
payments for silver plan levels of the Affordable Care Act for COFA residents at
modest costs for 700 to 1,000 people as the federal government would contribute $9
for every $1 the state pays. The bill passed unanimously; and

WHEREAS, in 2016, the Oregon State Legislature unanimously passed HB 4071,
based on the findings of HB 2522, provides low income COFA Medicaid like medical
coverage but excluded dental coverage. Since 2017, 1676 low income COFA people
have received quality health care for the first time in Oregon; and

WHEREAS, in 2017, the Oregon State Legislature unanimously passed House Bill
2590, gives COFA residents the ability to become law enforcement officers at local
and state levels but excludes the federal level. This opportunity will provide well
paying jobs for qualified COFA people, many of which have gained valuable
experience by serving in the Military. It also gives COFA residents a sense that they
are truly an important part of the larger American community. The bill passed
unanimously; and

WHEREAS, in 2017, the Oregon State Legislature unanimously passed Senator Bill
147 study examining the structure and costs of providing dental coverage to COFA
residents was similar to HB 2522 in that it was a precursor to the 2019 COFA Dental
coverage bill before the 2019 legislature. The bill directed DCBS to conduct the study
and to convene an advisory committee. The committee recommend a COFA Dental
program that utilized both Fee For Service and a Dental Care Oregon options for
COFA enrolees; and
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WHEREAS, in 2019, the Oregon State Legislature unanimously passed House Bill
2706- The COFA dental bill providing COFA residents the same level of dental
coverage as Oregon citizens; and

WHEREAS, in 2019, the Oregon State Legislature unanimously passed Senate Bill
263 a tuition equity bill was enacted that grants in-state tuition to COFA Residents.
The Bill provides an excellent opportunity for COFA high school students to
immediately enrol in any Oregon public college or university at in-state rates
making it feasible for more COFA students to attend college in Oregon; and

WHEREAS, in 2023, a Senate Bill 256 was introduced for a COFA Food Stamp but
was up against a larger, more encompassing bill that would give food stamps to
anyone regardless of legal residency. The committee let only the larger bill be
moved along, but it did not pass; and

WHEREAS, in 2023, Senate Concurrent Resolution 16, was introduced and passed
without any negative vote- It was decided that a Senate Resolution that called for
the upcoming 2024 session to take action to replace the stalled COFA food stamp
bill. SCR-16 did pass unanimously and added all Safety net components including
Social Security Disability programs, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, same
as that of Oregon citizens; and

WHEREAS, commending COFA Alliance National Network (“CANN”) for it’s
exceptional work in collaboration with Senator William “Bill” Hansell in sponsoring
and co-sponsoring these Bills and Resolutions; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting to express gratitude and warmest welcome to Senator
William “Bill” Hansell, and Mrs. Margaret Hansell, who made a visiting trip to one
of the 3 COFA countries, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, to continue
developing friendship and unique relationships under this COFA treaty; now
therefore,
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BE IT RESOLVED by the People of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, through
their Nitijela in its 44th Constitutional Regular Session, 2023 that the Nitijela, hereby
acknowledges the Oregon State Legislature for it’s support in providing equitable
services and programs recognizing the entirety of the unique treaty in the Compact
of Free Association (COFA) between the United States of America and the Republic
of the Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, and Republic of Palau over
the last decade; and to express gratitude and warmest welcome to Senator William
“Bill” Hansell, and Mrs. Margaret Hansell, on their visit to one of the 3 COFA
countries, the Republic of the Marshall Islands.
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