Resolution q‘f

NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
44TH CONSTITUTION REGULAR SESSION, 2023

Jepilpilin Ke Ejukaan

RESOLUTION qL[

A RESOLUTION seeking for the recognition and affirmation of the Republic of the
Marshall Islands Constitutional requirement for an Amended Compact of Free
Association Agreement between the United States of America and the Republic of
the Marshall Islands to be approved by majority of the Marshallese in a national
plebiscite in order to become a law in the Republic of the Marshall Islands.

WHEREAS, it has been established by the Constitution as the supreme law of the
land that any Amended Compact of Free Association Agreement between the
United States of America (“US”) and the Republic of the Marshall Islands (“RMI”)
becomes a law if it is approved by a majority of Marshallese in a national plebiscite.
This was the result of a private memorandum by Professor Lawrence H. Tribe,
Professor Emeritus, Harvard Law, in his 17-page detailed Memorandum, which was
tully support by relevant persuasive authority; and

WHEREAS, the RMI negotiation team and the US negotiation team have apparently
reached an agreement on a Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) regarding the
terms and conditions of the Amended Compact of the Free Association between the
two countries. The RMI Cabinet has been advised that the MOU should be accepted;
and

WHEREAS, nothing in the MOU or in the positions taken by the RMI Negotiators
that set out the requirement for the Amended Compact of Free Association to be
approved by a majority in national plebiscite in order for the Amended Compact to
become law in the Republic of the Marshall Islands; now therefore,
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Resolution i‘?[

BE IT RESOLVED by the People of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, through
their Nitijela in its 44th Constitution Regular Session, 2023, that the Nitijela
recognizes and affirms the Republic of the Marshall Islands Constitutional
requirement for a new Compact of Free Association Agreement between the United
States of America and the Republic of the Marshall Islands must be approved by a
majority of the Marshallese people in a national plebiscite in order to become a law
in the Republic of the Marshall Islands.
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