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NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
42ND CONSTITUTION REGULAR SESSION, 2021

Republic of the Marshall Islands
Jepilpilin Ke Ejukaan

RESOLUTION 3j

A RESOLUTION to respectfully request the Cabinet to engage the government of
the United States of America in negotiating the return of Enen-Kio (Wake Island) to
the sovereign jurisdiction and control of the government of the Marshall Islands.

WHEREAS, Enen-Kio is a coral atoll in the western Pacific Ocean in the northeastern
area of the Micronesia subregion and is 898 miles north of Majuro Atoll, the seat of
the government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands and claimed by the
inhabitants of Utrik Atoll which is 592 miles to the southeast; and

WHEREAS, the Marshall Islands claim to Enen-Kio is based on oral legends and
songs. “Enen-Kio” literally means “Island of the orange flowers” and comes from
the Kio flower that is native to the island; and

WHEREAS, on January 17, 1899, under orders from United States President William
McKinley, Commander Edward D. Taussing of USS Bennington landed on Enen-Kio
and formally took passion of the island for the United States; and

WHEREAS, in 1973, the Marshallese delegation to the then Congress of Micronesia
asserted that “Enen-Kio is and has always been the property of the people of the
Marshall Islands;” and

WHEREAS, on the 18% of April, 2016, the Marshall Islands Baselines and Maritime
Zones Outer Limits Declaration came into effect, and wherein, the Declaration also
claims maritime entitlements to Enen-Kio; and now therefore,
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Resolution 2{

BE IT RESOLVED, by the people of the Marshall Islands through their Nitijela in its
42 Constitutional Regular Session, 2021, that the Nitijela hereby respectfully
request the Cabinet to engage the government of the United States in negotiating the
return of Enen-Kio ( Wake Island) to the sovereign jurisdiction and control of the
government of the Marshall Islands; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this Resolution be transmitted
to the Clerk of the Cabinet.
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