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NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
47TH CONSTITUTIONAL REGULAR SESSION, 2026

Republic of the Marshall Islands
Jepilpilin Ke Ejukaan

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION (EXCLUSIVE SOURCE
OF LAW) (AMENDMENT) ACT 2026.

A BILL FOR AN ACT to propose an amendment to Article I of the Constitution of
the Republic of the Marshall Islands to clarify the supremacy of the Constitution and
laws enacted by the Nitijela as the exclusive sources of binding civil and criminal
law in the Republic; to provide that no religious legal system or tribunal shall
exercise independent civil or criminal jurisdiction outside the constitutional
framework; to provide for submission of the proposal as Proposal No. 6 in the
Schedule; and for related purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

§101. Short title.

This Act may be cited as the Constitutional Convention (Exclusive Source of
Law) (Amendment) Act 2026..

§102. Amendment to Constitution.

(I)  Schedule is hereby amended to provide proposal 6 to amend the
Constitution as follows:

Proposal No. 6. To Amend Article, I to insert a new section (3).

This proposal seeks to amend the Constitution of the Republic of the
Marshall Islands to clarify that the Constitution and laws enacted by the
Nitijela are the exclusive sources of binding civil and criminal law in the
Republic, and that no religious legal system or tribunal shall exercise
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independent civil or criminal jurisdiction outside the constitutional
framework.

103. Effective Date.

This Act shall take effect on the date of certification in accordance with
Article IV, Section 21 of the Constitution.
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SCHEDULE

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PROPOSAL NO. 6.

Proposal No. 6. To amend Article I, to insert a new section under Article I
of the Constitution to provide as follows:

Section (3). Exclusive Source of Civil and Criminal Law.

The Constitution and laws enacted pursuant to it shall be the only sources of
binding civil and criminal law in the Republic. No religious doctrine,
religious legal system, or religious tribunal shall have civil or criminal legal
force or jurisdiction in the Republic. Nothing in this Section shall be
construed to limit the freedom of religion guaranteed by this Constitution or

to affect the recognition of customary law.

Page 5



w

o ~N OO O b

Constitutional Convention (Exclusive Source of Law) (Amendment)
Act 2026. SCHEDULE

NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
47TH CONSTITUTIONAL REGULAR SESSION, 2026

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION (EXCLUSIVE SOURCE
OF LAW) (AMENDMENT) ACT 2026.

BILL SUMMARY

This Bill proposes to amend Article I of the Constitution to clarify that binding civil and
criminal law in the Republic derives solely from the Constitution and laws enacted pursuant
to it by the Nitijela. The proposal further affirms that no religious doctrine, legal system, or
tribunal shall exercise independent civil or criminal jurisdiction outside the constitutional
framework.

The amendment is intended to reinforce constitutional supremacy, preserve freedom of
religion, maintain recognition of customary law, and ensure legal certainty regarding the
sources of enforceable law in the Republic.
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