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Constitutional Convention (Constitutional Amendment) Act 2026 BILL No: ?L/ §101

NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
47TH CONSTITUTION REGULAR SESSION, 2026

Republic of th arshall Islands
Jepilpilin Ke Ejukaan
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION (CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT) ACT 2026

A BILL FOR AN ACT to call for Constitutional Convention to amend certain
provisions of the Constitution of the Marshall Islands for the direct election of the
President.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

§101. Short title.

This Act may be cited as the Constitutional Convention (Constitutional
Amendment) Act 2026.

§102. Amendment.

A proposal to amend the relevant provisions of the Constitution to provide for
the direct election of the President by the people, rather than by the Nitijela,
and to provide for the added qualification of a candidate for President and for
other matters connected therewith. The details descriptions of the proposal are
provided under Schedule 1 attached.

§103. Effective Date.

This Act shall take effect in accordance with the Constitution and the Rules of
Procedures of the Nitijela.
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Constitutional Convention (Constitutional Amendment) Act 2026 SCHEDULE 1

SCHEDULE 1

(PURSUANT TO SECTION 102)

To Provide for the Direct Election of the President by the People, to Increase the
Membership of the Nitijela, to Establish Additional Qualifications for the Office
of President, and for Matters Connected Therewith

1. Purpose.

The purpose of this Amendment is:

1.

oS 2

To provide for the direct election of the President by the people of the
Republic;

To amend the composition of the Nitijela;

To establish an electoral vote system based upon district representation;
To provide additional qualifications for candidates for President; and
To provide for matters incidental and connected thereto.

2. Increase in Membership.

1.

The total membership of the Nitijela shall be increased from thirty-three (33)
members to thirty-five (35) members.

Of the thirty-five members:
o Thirty-three (33) shall continue to represent the existing electoral
districts;

o One (1) member shall be elected at-large to represent Marshallese
citizens residing outside the Republic, including those residing in the
United States;

o One (1) member shall be the President, elected in accordance with this
Amendment.

The President shall sit as a voting member of the Nitijela except as expressly
provided by law.

3. Election by the People.
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SCHEDULE 1 Constitutional Convention (Constitutional Amendment) Act 2026

1. The President shall be elected by the qualified voters of the Republic through
the national election process.

2. The election shall be conducted concurrently with the general election for
members of the Nitijela unless otherwise provided by law.

4, Electoral Vote Allocation.

1. Each electoral district shall be assigned electoral votes as follows:

Majuro — Five (5) electoral votes

Kwajalein — Three (3) electoral votes

Arno — Two (2) electoral votes

Jaluit — Two (2) electoral votes

Ailinglaplap — Two (2) electoral votes

Each remaining district — One (1) electoral vote

2. The At-Large District representing Marshallese citizens residing abroad shall
be assigned one (1) electoral vote.

3. The total number of electoral votes shall be thirty-four (34).

0O O O O ©

5. Determination of District Winner.

1. The candidate receiving the majority of the popular votes cast within a
district shall be awarded the full number of electoral votes allocated to that
district.

2. The candidate who receives a majority of the total electoral votes (being at
least eighteen (18) out of thirty-four (34)) shall be declared elected President.

3. If no candidate receives a majority of the electoral votes:

o A runoff election shall be conducted between the two candidates
receiving the highest number of electoral votes; or

o The Nitijela may determine the President from among the two highest
candidates, as prescribed by law.

6. Additional Qualifications.
A person shall be eligible to be elected President only if he or she:

1. Is anatural-born citizen of the Republic;

2. Has attained the age of thirty-five (35) years;

3. Has qualified under other requirements as a voter as may be prescribed by
law.
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Constitutional Convention (Constitutional Amendment) Act 2026 SCHEDULE 1

1 7. Appointment of Cabinet.

1. Upon assuming office, the President shall appoint Ministers, including a
Minister in Assistance to the President.

2. Ministers are to be appointed from among the members of the Nitijela.

3. The President shall have authority to assign portfolios and remove Ministers
in accordance with law.

8. Vacancy of the Presidency Office

by impeachment,
he dies,

resigns, or
convicted

R

9. Removal of the President by impeachment.

13 President may be removed from office in the same manner as provided for the
14 removal of a judge of the Supreme Court or High Court as provided in Article VI,

15 Section 1(8).
10. Transitional Arrangements.

1. The first direct election of the President shall take place at the next general
election following ratification of this Amendment.

2. Until the first directly elected President assumes office, the existing
constitutional provisions shall continue to apply.

3. All laws inconsistent with this Amendment shall be amended accordingly.
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Constitutional Convention (Constitutional Amendment) Act 2026 BILL No:

NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
47TH CONSTITUTION REGULAR SESSION, 2026

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION (CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT) ACT 2026

BILL SUMMARY

This Bill proposes to transforms the Republic’s system from a parliamentary executive
system of electing the President by the Nitijela—to a hybrid direct-election of the
President.

The key changes this proposed amendment will bring include:

e Direct election by the people;

o Creation of a district-based electoral vote system whereby a Presidential
candidate receiving the majority of the popular votes cast within a district
shall be awarded the full number of electoral votes allocated to that district;

« Expansion of Nitijela membership from 33 to 35 with the inclusion of At-
Large District representing Marshallese citizens residing abroad;

o It creates opportunity of an at-large seat for the Marshallese diaspora;

o Establishes additional qualifications for President;

o Clarifies presidential authority to appoint Ministers.
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