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Senior Citizens (Amendment) Act 2026 BILL No: ql §101

NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
47TH CONSTITUTIONAL REGULAR SESSION, 2026

Republic of the Marshall Islands
Jepilpilin Ke Ejukaan

SENIOR CITIZENS (AMENDMENT) ACT 2026

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Senior Citizens Act 2018 to provide for greater
flexibility in the appointment of the Director of the Office of Senior Citizens Affairs;
to remove the mandatory requirement that the Director be a senior citizen; to
establish qualification criteria based on experience, knowledge, and commitment to
senior citizens’ affairs; and for related matters.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

§101. Short title.
This Act may be cited as the Senior Citizens (Amendment) Act 2026.

§102. Amendment.
(1)  Section 507 is hereby amended to which it shall read as follows:
§507. The Office of Senior Citizens Affairs.

1) There shall be established the Office of Senior Citizens Affairs under
the Ministry of Culture and Internal Affairs.

(2)  The Office of the Senior Citizens Affairs shall to be headed by a
Director appointed senier—<itizen—employed pursuant to the Public

Service Commission Act 1979 and Public Service Regulations 2008 or
any subsequent version thereon,

(a) In appointing the Director, consideration shall be given to
individuals with demonstrated experience, knowledge, or
commitment to:

(i) Senior Citizens’ affairs;
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(ii) Community development;

(iii)  Social services; and

(iv) _the overall well-being of senior citizens.

(b) A senior citizen may be appointed as Director; however, senior
citizen status shall not be required, and appointment shall be

based on the individual’s commitment to the objectives of this
Chapter and demonstrated ability to promote integrational

mentorship and support for senior citizens.

(8) The Office of Senior Citizens Affairs shall have the following
functions:

(@ To plan, implement, and monitor yearly work programs
pursuant to the objectives set forth in Section 105 of this Act;

(b)  To maintain and regularly update, every quarter, the list of
senior citizens so as to issue national individual Senior Citizen
Identification Cards;

(©) To serve as a general information and liaison center for senior
citizens;

(d)  To monitor compliance with the provisions of this Act and to
report to the Office of the Attorney-General, in consultation

with the Secretary of Culture and Internal Affairs, any person
violating this Act; and

(e) Any other duties assigned by the Minister of Culture and
Internal Affairs.

§103. Effective date.
This Act shall take effect in accordance with the Constitution and the Rules
of Procedures of the Nitijela.
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NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
47TH CONSTITUTIONAL REGULAR SESSION, 2026

SENIOR CITIZENS (AMENDMENT) ACT 2026

BILL SUMMARY

This Bill seeks to amend the Senior Citizens Act 2018 to revise the provisions
relating to the leadership of the Office of Senior Citizens Affairs.

The amendment removes the requirement that the Director of the Office must be a
senior citizen and instead provides flexibility to allow any qualified individual to be
appointed pursuant to the Public Service Commission Act 1979 and its Regulations
(2008).

The Bill establishes that appointment shall be based on demonstrated experience,
knowledge, or commitment to senior citizens’ affairs, community development,
social services, and the overall well-being of senior citizens.
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