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NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
47TH CONSTITUTIONAL REGULAR SESSION, 2026

Republic of the Marshall Islands
Jepilpilin Ke Ejukaan

JUDICIARY COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) ACT 2026

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend section 402(1) of the Judiciary Compensation Act,
1983, 27 MIRC Chp.4, to increase the salaries for Supreme Court justices and High
Court justices to take into account inflation and comparable salaries.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

§101. Short title.

This Act may be cited as the Judiciary Compensation (Amendment) Act
2026.

§102. Amendment.

(1)  Section 402(1) of the Judiciary Compensation Act 1983, 27 MIRC Chp.
4, is amended to increase the annual salaries of the justices of the
Supreme Court and the High Court to take into account inflation and
comparable salaries, as follows:

(1)  The annual salaries of judges, other than judges of the Community
Courts, are as follows:

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court $30,000———%$50,000
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court $25.000———%$45,000
Chief Justice of the High Court $96,000———5100,000
Associate Justices of the High Court $80.000———$90,000
Presiding Judge of the District Court $38,000
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§103.

Associate Judge of the District Court $35,000
Chief Judge of the Traditional Rights Court $38,000
Associate Judge of the Traditional Rights Court $35,00
Effective Date.

This Act shall take effect on the date of certification in accordance with
Article IV, Section 21 of the Constitution.
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NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
47TH CONSTITUTIONAL REGULAR SESSION, 2026

JUDICIARY COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) ACT 2026

BILL SUMMARY

The purpose of this bill is to amend the Judiciary Compensation Act 1983 to increase
the salaries of justices of both the Supreme Court and the High Court. The proposed
increases take into account inflation, regional comparability, and the need to
facilitate recruitment to fill judicial vacancies.!

In 2003, the salary of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court was increased
from $25,000 to $30,000, and that of the Associate Justice from $20,000 to $25,000.2 2
These salaries have remained unchanged for 22 years. Salaries for justices of the
High Court were last adjusted in 2016.* The Chief Justice currently receives $90,000
annually, and each Associate Justice receives $80,000.

In July 2025, the Judiciary received the Consumer Price Index Report for 2003
Q1 through 2025 Q1 from the Economic Policy, Planning, and Statistics Office.
According to the report, the CPI increased from 56.64 in 2003 Q1 to 105.69 in 2025
Q1—an increase of 86.6%.> When adjusted for inflation, the equivalent 2025 salaries
for the Supreme Court would be approximately $56,000 for the Chief Justice and
$47,000 for the Associate Justice.

With respect to the High Court’s 2016 salaries, the CPI increased from 82.83
in 2016 Q1 to 105.69 in 2025 Q1 —an increase of 27.6%. When adjusted for inflation,
the equivalent 2025 salaries would be approximately $115,000 for the Chief Justice
and $102,000 for each Associate Justice.®

IThe salaries of the Traditional Rights Court Chief Judge and the Associate Judges were increased
from by P.L. 2021-38. The salaries of the District Court Presiding Judge and the Associate Judges were
increased by P.L. 2022-54.

2p.L. 2001-23.
3Since the mid-1980s no Associate Justice of the Supreme has been appointed. The Government has
appointed pro tem United States Federal judges to complete the Supreme Court panel.
*P.L. 2016-02
ZF or updates see https://rmieppso.org/?s=consumer-+price+.
1d.
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In addition to falling behind inflation, judicial salaries in the RMI remain
below some of those offered in neighboring jurisdictions:

$ Territory of Guam: Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, $185,000; Associate Justice,
$183,927; Presiding Judge of the Superior Court, $183,927; and Superior Court Judge,
$172,927.7

$ Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands: Chief Justice, $130,000; Associate
Justice, $126,000; Presiding Judge of the Superior Court, $123,000; and Associate Judge,
$120,000.%

$ Republic of Palau: Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, $99,000; Associate Justice,
Appellate Division, $93,000; Presiding Justice of the Trial Division, up to $93,000; and
Associate Justice of the Trial Division, up to $93,500.°

$ Federated States of Micronesia: Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, $90,000; Associate
Justice, $80,000.'° Notably, the Chief Justice position has remained vacant for the past three
years.

$ United States (State Courts): The mean and median annual salaries for an Associate
Justice of a court of last resort are $210,584 and $213,935, respectively. For general
jurisdiction trial judges, the mean and median are $187,598 and $189,377.!!

The RMI Judiciary, while mindful of current fiscal constraints, seeks an
adjustment in judicial salaries to reflect inflation and align with comparable judicial
roles in the region.

The proposed salaries are as follows:

$ Supreme Court (part-time, non-resident positions): $50,000 for the Chief Justice and
$40,000 for each Associate Justice.

$ High Court (full-time, resident positions): $100,000 for the Chief Justice—who bears
administrative responsibility for the entire Judiciary in addition to judicial duties—and
$90,000 for each Associate Justice.

"Latest figures available on the Internet for the Territory of Guam are from 2024 Judicial Council of
Guam, Res. No. JC24-004.

8Eight Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature, Fourth Regular Session, 1993, H.B. No. 8-191,
P.L. 8-15.

9RPPL, 2024, No. 11-40 (Passed as House Bill No. 11-128-13S, HD1, SD5).

IOCongress of the Federated States of Micronesia, Eight Special Session, 2023, Congress Bill No. 22-
306.

UFound on July 9, 2025, at https://www.ncsc.org/resources-courts/state-state-tracking-judicial-salaries
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In this regard, the RMI Judiciary respectfully asks the Speaker of the Nitijela
to assign a committee to examine issues related to judicial compensation.? Without
competitive salaries, the Judicial Service Commission may face increasing difficulty
in attracting qualified candidates to fill future vacancies on the Supreme Court and
the High Court.

126ee Article IV, §19, of the Constitution.
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REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
CONFIDENTIAL
C.M. 123 (2025)

FOR ACTION FOR INFORMATION
Minister of Justice, Immigration, and Labor All Ministers

SUBJECT: Introduction of a bill for an act to amend the Judiciary Compensation Act 1983,
27 MIRC Chp. 4.

At its meeting on August 07, 2025, the Cabinet:

1. Approved the introduction of a bill for an act to amend §402 (1) of the Judiciary
Compensation Act 1983, 27 MIRC Chp. 4 to increase the salaries of justices of both the
Supreme Court and the High Court to take effect FY2027; and

2. Authorized the Minister of Justice, Immigration, and Labor to introduce said bill.

o b
A

Hilda C. Heine Earlie C. Bing
President Clerk of the Cabinet

[Reference - C.P., 9857 (2025)]
Signed by the President on August 07, 2025




