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Social Security (Amendment) Act 2026 BILL No: 8{ §101

NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

47TH CONSTITUTIONAL REGULAR SESSION, 2026

Republic of the Marshall Islands
Jepilpilin Ke Ejukaan

SOCIAL SECURITY (AMENDMENT) ACT 2026

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Social Security Act of 1990 to provide for
automatic entitlement to old age insurance benefits upon attainment of retirement

age; and for related purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

§101.

§102.

Short title.
This Act may be cited as the Social Security (Amendment) Act 2026.

Amendments.

(1) Section 135(1) is hereby amended to read as follows:
§135. Benefit.

1)

(2)

No person shall receive at the same time more than one (1) type of
benefit as specified in Sections 136 through 139 of this Chapter, and
no person shall receive at the same time more than one benefit of any
type. Every person shall, by written notice to the Administrator, elect
the benefit he wishes to receive:, provided, however, that where a
person becomes entitled to a normal retirement old age insurance
benefit pursuant to section 136(1)(b) shall receive benefit unless and
until he or she elects another benefit for which he is eligible.

If no election is made or until an election is made under Subsection
(1) of this Section, the beneficiary shall receive the benefit that
receives the highest return subject to the earnings test.
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(2)

Section 136(1)(b) of the Social Security Act is hereby amended to read as

follows:

§136. Old Age Insurance Benefits.
(1) Entitlement to Old Age Insurance Benefits.

(@) A service insured worker or self-employed worker, on or after his

(b)

()

attainment of fifty-five (55) years of age prior to March 6, 2017, and
after filing an application, shall be entitled to an early retirement, old
age insurance benefit payable every month beginning with the month
those conditions were satisfied and ending with the month preceding
the month of death. Effective March 6, 2017, this provision shall no
longer apply, and those who received retirement benefits prior to this
date will be grandfathered.

A fully insured worker or self-employed worker, upon his attainment
of-attaining:

(i) age sixty (60) prior to March 6, 2017;

(ii) age sixty one (61) prior to March 6, 2017;

(iii) age sixty two (62) prior to January 1, 2019;

(iv) age sixty three (63) prior to January 1, 2021;

and-afterfiling-an-apphieation, shall be entitled, by operation of law,

to a normal retirement; old age insurance benefit payable every
month beginning, and ending with the month preceding the month of
death; provided, the worker or self-employed worker has not applied
for and received early retirement prior to March 6, 2017, old age
insurance benefits.

A fully insured worker or self-employed worker, on or after his

attainment of sixty (60) years prior to March 6, 2017, and one (1)
month of age, and after filing an application, shall be entitled to a
deferred retirement, old age insurance benefit, payable every month
beginning with the month those conditions were satisfied and ending
with the month preceding the month of death; provided, the worker
or self-employed worker has not applied for and received early
retirement old age insurance benefits or normal retirement old age
insurance benefits. However, effective March 6, 2017, this provision
shall no longer apply, and all those who received deferred retirement
benefits prior to this date will be grandfathered.
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2)

3)

(3)

Subject to Section 144 of this Chapter, the amount of old age
insurance benefits shall be as set forth in this Subsection.

(@  The monthly amount of the early retirement, old age insurance
benefit shall be the basic benefit reduced by one-half (1/2)
percent for each complete month that the date of early
retirement precedes the date the worker or the self-employed
worker attains the age of sixty (60) years prior to March 6,
2017, but not less than the minimum benefit. Effective March 6,
2017, all those who received early retirement benefits prior to
this date will be grandfathered.

(b) The monthly amount of the normal retirement, old age
insurance benefit shall be the basic benefit, but not less than
the minimum benefit.

() The monthly amount of the deferred retirement, old age
insurance benefit shall be the basic benefit increased by one
half (1/2) percent for each complete month that the date of
deferred retirement follows the date the worker or the self-
employed worker attains the age of sixty (60) years prior to
March 6, 2017, but not less than the minimum benefit. Effective
March 6, 2017, this provision shall no longer apply.

It shall be the duty of such a beneficiary to notify the Administrator
immediately after he accepts covered employment, of the fact of such
employment.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Chapter, a fully insured
worker or self-employed worker who attains the age of sixty-three
(63) years shall automatically entitled to a normal retirement old age
insurance benefit, and the Administration shall commence payment
of such benefit without the necessity of an application.

Section 159 is hereby amended to insert subsection (2) as new to read as
follows:

§159. Retroactive benefit payments.

)

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Chapter, in the event
that a worker or a self-employed worker, or his survivors, are eligible
for disability or survivor’s insurance benefits, but do not apply for
those benefits or otherwise inform the Administrator that they are
eligible for those benefits, the maximum period for which such
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§103.

(2)

benefits shall be paid retroactively preceding the date of application
for those benefits shall be eighteen (18) months during the first two
(2) years subsequent to the effective date of this Chapter and shall be
twelve (12) months thereafter. In no event shall old age insurance
benefits be paid retroactively prior to the date of application for those
benefits.

In the case of a normal retirement old age insurance benefit payable

pursuant to section 136(4), entitlement and accrual of the benefit shall
commence from the month in which the beneficiary attains the age of
sixty-three (63), and payment shall not be denied, limited, or delayed
on the ground that no application was filed.

Effective Date.

This Act shall take effect in accordance with the Constitution and the Rules
of Procedures for the Nitijela.
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NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
47TH CONSTITUTIONAL REGULAR SESSION, 2026

SOCIAL SECURITY (AMENDMENT) ACT 2026

BILL SUMMARY

This Bill amends the Social Security Act of 1990 to provide automatic entitlement to
normal retirement old age insurance benefits upon attainment of the statutory
retirement age. Under the amendment, fully insured workers or self-employed
persons who reach age sixty-three will automatically receive normal retirement
benefits without the need to file an application. While beneficiaries may still elect
among multiple benefits, normal retirement benefits at age sixty-three will
commence automatically, ensuring uninterrupted entitlement. The Bill also clarifies
that retroactive payments for automatic normal retirement benefits begin from the
month the beneficiary attains age sixty-three, and payment cannot be denied,
limited, or delayed due to lack of application. Early and deferred retirement
provisions prior to March 6, 2017, are preserved for those who had already received
benefits. Overall, the amendment streamlines access to retirement benefits and
ensures eligible beneficiaries receive their entitlements by operation of law.
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