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NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
47TH CONSTITUTION REGULAR SESSION, 2026

Republic of the Marshall Islands
Jepilpilin Ke Ejukaan

HISTORIC PRESERVATION (REPEAL) ACT, 2026

A BILL FOR AN ACT to repeal P.L. 2022-53, Historic Preservation (Amendment) Act,
2022

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

§101. Short title.
This Act may be cited as the Historic Preservation (Repeal) Act, 2026.

§102. Repeal

1)  P.L. 2022-53, Historic Preservation (Amendment) Act, 2022, is hereby
repealed

§103. Effective Date

This Act shall take effect in accordance with the Constitution and the Rules of
Procedures of the Nitijela.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION (REPEAL) ACT, 2026

BILL SUMMARY

The Historic Preservation Office (HPO) in the Marshall Islands was originally
established under the Cultural and Historic Preservation Act 1991. Its mandate was
amended by the Historic Preservation (Amendment) Act 2022 and renamed to Cultural
and Historic Preservation Office (CHPO). Oversight of CHPO was shifted when the
original law was amended in 2022, however the proposal to return oversight to the
Ministry of Culture and Internal Affairs (MoCIA) would represent a strategic
realignment of cultural governance. The proposal is to seek Cabinet endorsement for
repealing the Historic Preservation (Amendment) Act 2022, as amended by P.L. 2022-53,
to restore ministerial oversight of the Cultural and Historic Preservation Office
(CHPO) to the Ministry of Culture and Internal Affairs (MoCIA).

The CHPO plays a vital role in safeguarding the Republic’s cultural and historical
heritage. While its mandate remains rooted in preservation, its operational alignment
has shifted over time. The 2022 amendment (P.L. 2022-53) restructured certain aspects
of CHPO's governance, but did not fully reintegrate it under MoCIA’s oversight.
MoCIA, as the central ministry for cultural affairs, is best positioned to ensure CHPO's
work aligns with national priorities, including youth engagement, diaspora
collaboration, and intergenerational programming. Reintegration would strengthen
coordination with Alele Museum, the Youth Service Bureau, and other MoCIA-led
initiatives.
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REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL

ISLANDS

CONFIDENTIAL

C.M. 188 (2025)

FOR ACTION FOR
INFORMATION

Minister of Culture and Internal Affairs All Ministers
SUBJECT: Approve to repeal the Historic Preservation
(Amendment) Act, 2022 and
reinstate the Cultural and Historic Preservation Act
1991.
At its meeting on November 20, 2025, the Cabinet:

1. Approved to repeal the Historic Preservation
(Amendment) Act, 2022; and

2. Authorized the Minister of Culture and Internal Affairs to
introduce the proposed Bill, Historic Preservation
(Repeal) Act, 2026, to the Nitijela to repeal said Act and
to restore ministerial oversight of the Cultural and Historic
Preservation Office (CHPO) to the

/ ) Mil’liStl’y 'ulture and Internal Affairs.
A tAZ of ; -
Culture andi‘-"""‘"— g -2
Internal Affairs. Earlie C. Bing ~

Clerk of the Cabinet

Hi da C. Heine

) )10 (2025
P esident @29)

[Reference - C.P. 10010 (2025)]
Signed by the President on November 20, 2025
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