Protected Areas Network (PAN) (Amendment) Act 2025. BILL No: 3£

NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
46™ CONSTITUTIONAL REGULAR SESSION, 2025

Jepilpilin Ke Ejukaan

PROTECTED AREAS NETWORK (PAN) (AMENDMENT)

ACT 2025.
Index
Section Page
7 ST0L.  SROTE L. orvevveserrerscriseceiseesseecesees s sse e eeseeseeees s eeseseeeeeese oo 3
B 81020 AMENAMENES. c.oooouvivciiiiccceesisessssssssssessessssesssseseessssssssssssseeesss s ssseeeeeseeeseesee e 3
4 §103.  Effective Date.................. )
Mo 2€
———
p—
¥ 178 Republic of the Page1

"%/ Marshall Islands



“?
Ind2xBILL No: J‘f Protected Areas Network (PAN) (Amendment) Act 2025.

Republic of the #5724
Pa¢e2 Marshall [slands e
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NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
46™ CONSTITUTIONAL REGULAR SESSION, 2025

Jepilpilin Ke Ejukaan

PROTECTED AREAS NETWORK (PAN) (AMENDMENT)
ACT 2025.

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend Section 516 of the Protected Areas Network Act to
include enforcement fines into the PAN fund. Moreover, to amend Section 519 of the
Protected Areas Network Act 2015 to provide that the criminal penalties need to
increase its fines and also include another penalty clause for violating designated
national marine sanctuary under Section 519 align with the conservation goals of the
PAN Act and adequately deter violations by increasing the minimum fines for
violations. In addition, this Bill intends to amend Section 520 of the Protected Areas
Network Act 2015 to also make corrections in the existing Civil Penalties Clause.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

§101.

§102.

Short title.

This Act may be cited as the Protected Areas Network (PAN) (Amendment)
Act 2025..

Amendments.

(1) Section 516(2)(c) of the Protected Areas Network Act is amended to read as
follows:

§516(2)(c). Establishment and Management of PAN Fund.

k%

(2)  The Fund shall consist of different funding sources as—fellows,
ncluding:
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(@)  revenues from the Marshall Islands Micronesia Challenge
Endowment Fund;

(b)  any appropriation from the Nitijela and or contributions from the
RMI Government, and any other sources of funding; and

(€) Enforcement funds collected from criminal and civil fines.

N

(2)  Section 519(1) of the Protected Areas Network Act is amended and 2)

repealed in its entirety and replaced as new to read as follows:

§519. Criminal Penalties

(D)

()

(3)

§520.

Any person who is convicted of a violation, of this Act or regulations
in relation to a nationally designated protected area may be
sentenced to imprisonment for a term of up to one (1) year, or fined
not less than $2,500, or both. Any person convicted of a second
violation may be sentenced to imprisonment for a term of up to two
(2) years, or fined not less than $5,000 $2500 or both. Subsequent
violations shall carry a penalty of up to five (5) years imprisonment
and a fine of up to $510,000 or both

1000, HRPF 7 - Any
person who is convicted of a violation of this Act or regulations in
relation to a designated national marine sanctuary shall be guilty of
an offence and shall be liable to a fine not less than one hundred
thousand ($100,000) and not exceeding one million dollars
($1,000,000) or a term of two years imprisonment, or both.

Section 520(4) and (5) of the Protected Areas Network Act are amended to
read as follows:

Civil Penalties.
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-t “"3‘; e, ey E‘“el* *f'ei al:.ege‘f violation, vegardless-of

thematter

(45) Any person who violates this Act shall be liable in a civil action

brought by a-persen—residing—withinthe Republic—or the national
government Or any local government 91‘—d-l-VI-S}GH—t-he¥eef—I-f—a

§103. Effective Date

This Act shall take effect in accordance with the Constitution and the Rules
of Procedures for the Nitijela.
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ACT 2025.

BILL SUMMARY

The principal object of this Act is to amend the Protected Areas Network Act 2015
(hereinafter referred to as the principal Act) so as to ensure that the fines collected
are to be included into the PAN Fund under Section 516. Furthermore, amendments
under Section 519 align with the conservation goals of the PAN Act and adequately
deter violations and to increase the minimum fines for violations to reflect the
ecological and financial impact of non-compliance. In addition, to incorporate
additional penalties such as community service, mandatory restoration activities or
higher fines for commercial offenders.

Section 2 of this Act amends the principal Act by amending section 519(1) and repeal
the original section 519(2) in its entirety (removing the references to local
government ordinances) and introducing a newly amended section 519(2). The
newly amended Section 519(2) demonstrates the effectiveness of deterring non-
compliance regarding designated national marine sanctuaries in the RML. Moreover,
Section 520 is intended to amend Section 520 of the Protected Areas Network Act

2015 to also make corrections in the existing Civil Penalties Clause for consistency

purposes.
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