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Republic of the Marshall Islands
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REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS MARITIME
ZONES DECLARATION (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2025

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend Section 118 of the Maritime Zones Declaration Act
2016 to provide that the established geographic coordinates for the baseline and
maritime zone outer limits of the Republic of the Marshall Islands shall not be
reduced notwithstanding physical changes to the coastline connected to climate
change-related sea-level rise.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

§101. Short title.

This Act may be cited as the Republic of the Marshall Islands Maritime
Zones Declaration (Amendment) Act, 2025.

§102. Amendment

(1) Section 118 of the Maritime Zones Declaration Act is amended by
inserting immediately after subsection (2) the following new
paragraph, to read as follows:

(3)  The baselines and maritime zone outer limits of the Republic of the
Marshall Islands as recorded in the geographic coordinates
prescribed in declarations made under section 118(1) and deposited
with the United Nations, shall not be reduced notwithstanding
physical changes to the coastline connected to climate change-related

sea level-rise,
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§103. Effective Date

This Act shall take effect in accordance with the Constitution and the Rules
of Procedure for the Nitijela.
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BILL SUMMARY

This Bill proposes to amend the Republic of the Marshall Islands Maritime Zones
Declaration Act 2016 (hereinafter referred to as the principal Act) so as to implement
the Pacific Islands Forum Leaders’ Declaration on Preserving Maritime Zones in the
Face of Climate Change-related Sea-Level Rise made on 6 August 2021.

Section 2 of this Act amends the principal Act by introducing a new section 118(3).
This new provision clarifies that the baselines and maritime zone outer limits of the
Republic of the Marshall Islands as recorded in the geographic coordinates
prescribed in declarations made in accordance with section 118(1) and deposited
with the United Nations, shall not be reduced notwithstanding physical changes to
the coastline connected to climate change-related sea-level rise.

As a small island developing state made up of 29 atolls and 5 individual islands,
many of which are low-lying islands and atolls, the Republic of the Marshall Islands
is specially affected by sea-level rise and climate change. This Act makes clear that
the Republic of the Marshall Islands’ existing maritime zones, as established in the
principal Act and declarations made under section 118(1) and deposited with the
United Nations in accordance with the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea, will not be reduced as a result of such impacts.
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REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

CONFIDENTIAL
C.M. 007 (2025)
FOR ACTION FOR INFORMATION
Minister of Natural Resources and Commerce All Ministers

SUBJECT:  Proposed legislative amendments to the Republic of the Marshall Islands
Maritime Zones Declaration Act 2016.

At its meeting on January 09, 2025, the Cabinet:
1. Approved the proposed amendment to Title 33 of the Marshall Islands Revised Code

(MIRC), the Republic of the Marshall Islands Maritime Zones Declaration Act, 2016 (the
Act), by amending Section 118 of the Act.
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C)’ A 2 b
lda C. Heine Earlie C. Bing
resident Clerk of the Cabinet

[Reference - C.P. 9736 (2025)]
Signed by the President on January 09, 2025



