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Judicial Compensation (Amendment) Act, 2020.

BILL No: &5 §101

NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
415T CONSTITUTION REGULAR SESSION, 2020

Republic of the Marshall Islands
Jepilpilin Ke Ejukaan

JUDICIAL COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2020.

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend Section 402(1) of the Judicial Compensation Act 1983,
27 MIRC Chp. 4, to provide higher salaries for the chief judges and associate judges
of the Traditional Rights Court and the District Court, if they have an undergraduate

Bachelor of Laws degree (i.e., LLB, Legum Baccalaureus) or higher law degree.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

§101. Short Title.

This Act may be cited as the Judicial Compensation (Amendment) Act,

2020..

§102. Amendment.

Section 402(1) of the Judicial Compensation Act 1983 is amended to read as

follows:

(1)  The annual salaries of judges, other than judges of the Community

Courts, are as follows:

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
Associate Judge of the Supreme Court
Chief Justice of the High Court

Associate Justice of the High Court
Presiding Judge of the District Court
Associate Judge of the District Court

Chief Judge of the Traditional Rights Court

$30,000
$25,000
$90,000
$80,000
$33,000
$30,000
$33,000
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§103.

Associate Judge of the Traditional Rights Court $30,000

Provided, however, that if a chief judge of the Traditional Rights Court or a
chief judge of the District Court has an undergraduate Bachelor of Laws
degree (i.e., LLB, Legum Baccalaureus) or higher law degree, then the
annual salary is $41,250; and provided further that if an associate judge of
the Traditional Rights Court or an associate judge of the District Court has
an undergraduate Bachelor of Laws degree (i.e., LLB, Legum Baccalaureus)
or higher law degree, then the annual salary is $35,700.

Effective Date.

This Act shall take effect on October 1, 2022, upon certification in accordance
with Article IV, Section 21 of the Constitution.
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NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
415T CONSTITUTION REGULAR SESSION, 2020

JUDICIAL COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2020.

BILL SUMMARY

The purpose of this Act is to amend Section 402(1) of the Judicial Compensation Act
1983, 27 MIRC Chp. 4, to provide higher salaries for the chief judges and associate
judges of the Traditional Rights Court and the District Court, if they have an
undergraduate Bachelor of Laws degree (i.e., LLB, Legqum Baccalaureus) or higher law
degrees. The Judiciary requests this Act to address two pressing needs.

First, at an Access to Justice Workshop conducted in March 2018, the Judiciary
surveyed community members in Majuro, Ebeye, and selected outer islands. One
frequent request was to enhance the quality of justice dispensed by the TRC and the
District Court. To address this need, the Judiciary currently provides one or more
annual training workshops for the lay-judges of the TRC and the District Court. And
of course, TRC judges must first and foremost be well versed in the customary law
and traditional practices of the Marshall Islands. However, another way to enhance
the quality of justice dispensed by the TRC and the District Court is to have law-
trained judges on the bench — that is, to encourage Marshallese attorneys with LLB
degrees, or higher, to apply to be judges of the TRC and District Court. To this end,
the Judiciary requests higher salaries for TRC and District Court judges who have
LLB degrees or higher law degrees.

Second, as part of its succession planning, the Judiciary would like to see
Marshallese attorneys become High Court justices. During the 37 years the RMI
Judiciary has been in operation, only one Marshallese attorney has served on the
High Court bench. He served as an associate justice in the 1990s for six and a half
years, and has again been an associate justice since October 2018. The Judiciary
believes that with positive experiences as TRC and District Court judges, some
Marshallese attorneys will be encouraged to be High Court justices.

Being a judge in a small, closely knit community can be very isolating and
unattractive to some. However, the Judiciary is committed to enhancing access to
justice by staffing the courts with well-qualified judges.

With respect to this Bill, the RMI Judiciary respectfully asks the Cabinet and the
Nitijela to appoint a Nitijela committee to examine the proposed amendment before
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its proceeds beyond first reading as required under Article IV, Section 19, of the
Constitution.
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