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NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
39TH CONSTITUTION REGULAR SESSION, 2018

Republic of th Marshall Islands
Jepilpilin Ke Ejukaan
MEMBERSHIP OF THE NITIJELA (AMENDMENT) ACT,
2018.

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend Section 2(1) of the Constitution in order to increase
the total membership of the Nitijela by two (2) to represent populations of the
Marshall Islands residing in the United States and its territories.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

§101. Short title.

This Act may be cited as the Membership of the Nitijela (Amendment) Act,
2018..

§102. Amendments.

(1)  The Nitijela shall consist of 333 members to be elected from the
following clectoral districts in the number indicated beside the name
of each electoral district:
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§3.  Report on the Composition of the Nitijela.

(1)  Pursuant to Section2(5) of Article IV of the Constitution, the
Government shall develop a report on the composition of the Nitijela
on the mobility of the population of the Marshall Islands, particularly
that residing in the United States and its territories.

§103. Effective Date.
This Act shall come into force in accordance with Article V, Section 21, of the
Constitution and the Rules of Procedures of the Nitijela.
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NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
39TH CONSTITUTION REGULAR SESSION, 2018

MEMBERSHIP OF THE NITIJELA (AMENDMENT) ACT,
2018.

BILL SUMMARY

Act seeks to increase the membership of the Nitijela by two (2) to represent, at-large,
Marshallese populations residing in the United States and its territories. This is
allowed pursuant to Section 2(3) of Article IV of the Constitution and validated in
Section 2(3) of Article X1I of the same. Moreover, should one review the composition
of each of the three (3) branches of the Government, including the Council of Iroij,
Article IV is the only article that contains provisions that can amend the membership
outside of the Constitutional Convention and referendum processes.

According to the RMT Census conducted in 2011, the estimated number of
Marshallese is approximately 60,000+ with an estimated number of 10,000+ residing
in the United States and its territories. Visa-free entry of Marshallese is permitted
under the Compact of Free Association between the U.S. and RMI Governments,
making it more than likely that more and more Marshallese will be traveling to and
residing in the United States and its territories as the years pass, With the increasing
number of Marshallese leaving the Republic, their interests are not represented in
the Nitijela. This Act seeks to allow the necessary means to accommodate said
interests. A report has been conducted by the Government and is attached to this
Act.
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