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Judiciary (Amendment) Act 2017 BILL No: 55 §101

NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
38TH CONSTITUTION REGULAR SESSION, 2017

Republic of the Marshall Islands
Jepilpilin Ke Ejukaan

JUDICIARY (AMENDMENT) ACT 2017

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend Section 268(1)(d) of the Judiciary Act 1983, 27
MIR¢ Chp. 2, to allow judges of the District Court and other employees of the
Government of the Marshall Islands to serve as an acting, temporary or ad hoc judge
of th.» Traditional Rights Court.

BE T ENACTED BY THE NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

§101. Short Title.
This Act may be cited as the Judiciary (Amendment) Act 2017.

§102. Amendment.
Section 268(1)(d) is amended to read as follows:
§268. Outside employment.

(I)  Subject to Subsections (3), (4), and (5) of this Section, no judge may
be:

(d)  an officer, employee or consultant of the Government of the
Marshall Islands or of a local government; provided, however,
this limitation shall not apply to acting, temporary or ad hoc
judges of the Traditional Rights Court, who are judges of the
District Court or who are on leave from other government

employment.
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§103. Effect ve Date.

This Act shall take effect on the date of certification in accordance with
Article 1V, Section 21 of the Constitution.
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NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
38TH CONSTITUTION REGULAR SESSION, 2017

JUDICIARY (AMENDMENT) ACT 2017

BILL SUMMARY

This 3ill proposes to amend the Judiciary Act 1983 to allow the Judiciary to use judges of the
Distr ct Court and other government employees as acting, temporary, or ad hoc judges of
the T -aditional Rights Court (“TRC”), while such other employees are on leave from their
other government employment. The Judiciary needs this amendment to expand the pool of
cand dates who can to serve as temporary TRC judges.

As now, when two TRC have conflicts and cannot sit on a case, it is difficult to find
suitahle replacements. In recent years, the Public Service Commission has employed more
ard 110re workers over the age of 60 and 65 years. Some of these older workers would be
suitable temporary TRC judges.

The Judiciary has identified this amendment as an urgent need.
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