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NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
38TH CONSTITUTIONAL REGULAR SESSION, 2017

Republic of the Marshall Islands
Jepilpilin Ke Ejukaan

BETELNUT PROHIBITION (AMENDMENT) ACT 2017

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Betelnut Prohibition Act, 2010, by repealing the
prohibition on the importation of betelnut for sell, distribution or use, but rather to
control the importation of betelnut by imposing levy on the importation of betelnut
into the Republic.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

§101. Short Title.
This Act may be cited as the Betelnut Prohibition (Amendment) Act, 2017.

§102. Amendments.

(1)  Section 2001 shall be amended by revising the existing language as
follows:

§2001. Short title.
This Chapter may be cited as the Betelnut Control Prehibition Act 2017.

(2)  Section 2003 shall be amended by revising the existing language as
follows:

§2003. Importation, distribution or selling of betelnut prehibited.

(1) No person shall import betelnut for sell or distribution in the
Republic unless and until he/she pays the levy on importation
of betelnut pursuant to Schedule 1 of the Import Duties Act and
other fees, charges, permits...pursuant to policies, regulations,
ordinances, or Acts of the national or local governments.
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Section 2003 shall be amended by inserting a new section to read as
follows:

“8§2003B. Levy on the importation of betelnut.

Schedule 1 of the Import Duties Act shall be amended by inserting a
new language listing “betelnut” as one of the ad valorem specific or
unit taxes as follows:

16. Betelnut.................... [$1.00 per Ib.]”

Where betelnut is imported by a passenger or a member of a crew of a
vessel or aircraft, a permit is not required provided that the amount
does not exceed 15 lbs. Any excess amount shall be subject to levy as
prescribed in this Act and other fees, charges, permits...pursuant to
policies, regulations, ordinances, or other Acts of the national or local
governments.

Section 2005 shall be amended by revising the existing language as
follows:

§2005. Offense and Penalties.

(12) Any person who violates Section 2004 shall be guilty of an

offense and upon conviction:

(@)  for first offender, liable to 5 days community service or
fine two hundred dollars ($200);

(b)  for repeated offender, liable to 10 days community
service or fine five hundred dollars($500).

Effective Date.

This Act shall take effect on the date of its certification in accordance with
the Constitution and the Rules of Procedures for the Nitijela.
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BETELNUT PROHIBITION (AMENDMENT) ACT 2017

BILL SUMMARY

This Bill proposes to amend the Principal Act by replacing references to the
“prohibition” on the importation of betelnut for sale, distribution or use, and related
matters, with “control”, the latter of which consists of imposing a levy by the
Government of the Republic while allowing for local governments to do the same. It
should be noted that the provision authorizing local governments to ban the
importation of betelnut is still intact.
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