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NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
47TH CONSTITUTIONAL REGULAR SESSION, 2026

Jepilpilin Ke Ejukaan

ELECTION AND REFERENDA (AMENDMENT) ACT 2026

AN ACT to amend the Marshall Islands Revised Code 2 MIRC Ch.1.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NITIJELA OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

§101.

§102.

Short title.
This Act may be cited as the Election and Referenda (Amendment) Act 2026.

Amendments.
(1) To amend Section 184 to which it shall read as follows:
§184. Tied Elections.

(1)  If an election involves only two candidates, and those two candidates
each receive an equal number of votes such that one would be elected
if it were not for the other, the tie shall be resolved by the Chief
Electoral Officer by lot, in the presence of such of the tied candidates
or their authorized representatives as desire to be present or to be
represented.

(2) If an election involves three or more candidates, and the two
candidates with the highest number of votes are tied, the Counting and
Tabulation Committee shall first verify and include all valid votes cast,
including;:

(a) votes cast at polling places;
(b) absentee votes admitted under this Act; and

(c) postal votes admitted under this Act.
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(3) If, after verification under subsection (2), the tie between the two
highest-polling candidates remains, the tie shall be resolved by the
Chief Electoral Officer by lot, in the presence of such of the tied
candidates or their authorized representatives as desire to be present
or to be represented.

(2) To amend Section 151 to which it shall read as follows:

§151. Official ballot papers.

(1)  All elections under this Chapter shall be conducted by official ballot
papers.

(2)  An official ballot paper is a ballot paper issued by or by the authority
of the Chief Electoral Officer and shall:

(@)  be designated as an official ballot paper; and
(b)  contain statements of:
(1) the electorate to which it relates:
(ii)  the elective office to which it relates;
(iii)  the names of the candidates; and

(iv) such other information as the Chief Electoral Officer
directs.

§103. Effective Date.

This Act shall take effect in accordance with the Constitution and the Rules of
Procedures for the Nitijela.
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CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify:

1. That Nitijela Bill No: 83ND1 was passed by the Nitijela of the Republic of the
Marshall Islands on the 4% day of March 2026; and

2. That I am satisfied that Nitijela Bill No: 83ND1 was passed in accordance with
the relevant provisions of the Constitution of the Republic of the Marshall Islands and
the Rules of Procedures of the Nitijela.

I hereby place my signature before the Clerk this 13* day of April 2026.

Attest: // & : ?

Hon. Isaac Zackhras Morea S. Watak
Vice SHeaker Clerk
Nitijela of the Marshall Islands Nitijela of the Marshall Islands
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